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THE

DECISION
1S

YOURS

Brigadier General Billy McCoy
832 AD/CC
Luke AFB, AZ

Ili‘ighter pilots have had to
accomplish highly demand-

ing tasks in some of the most
complex scenarios throughout
their history. Over the years,
I've tried to explain and de-

scribe our job as fighter pilots
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to novices who know nothing
about our business. It’s hard to
do. What makes us different
from everyone else? I used to
try to describe dive bombing,
strafing a target or flying BFM
maneuvers to that unknowing
individual, but I was sure that
my explanations, no matter
how enthusiastic, really did not
get through. I have concluded
that you have to be there; you
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You have to be there; you
have to live it, love it and
experience it on a daily
basis in order to understand
what it’s like flying fighters.

have to live it, love it and ex-
perience it on a daily basis in
order to understand what it’s
like flying fighters.

As the years have gone by,
the reality of what makes the
difference in us as fighter pilots
has become apparent to me. It’s
the decisions; the many hun-
dreds of decisions we make
everytime we strap on a jet.
From turning on a switch or
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ATVs: Using
them safely

Leonard A. Sorrentino, P.E.
24 AD/SEG
Griffiss AFB, NY

¢ ‘( : overnment safety ex-

perts say manufac-
turers should voluntarily stop
selling motorized all-terrain-
vehicles (ATVs) for use by chil-
dren or face the threat of a fed-
eral ban.” This was the head-
line in a recent New York
Times article. Although this
strong criticism is a recent
occurrence, this vehicle traces
its ancestry back many years.
In 1839, a blacksmith by the
name of Kirkpatrick Macmillan
completed work on the first
self-propelled two-wheeler in
Scotland. After that came the
tricycle which was designed for
a woman to ride instead of a
bicycle. Finally, someone got
really daring by adding a motor
and the evolution was in full
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swing. As a result, we got the
motorcycle, motorbike, motor
scooter, moped and now the
latest development—the ATV.
Invented in the early 1970s
by Honda, the ATV was de-
signed to track through rugged
terrain and was used for a va-
riety of tasks, including ag-
ricultural use, ski patrolling,
crowd control and rescue work.
The Air Force is planning the
use of ATVs by maintenance
and security forces to support
the Over-the-Horizon Back-
scatter (OTH-B) Radar system.
It wasn’t until 1979 that the
general public discovered the
machine and the popularity of
ATVs as off-road recreational
vehicles escalated. Unfor-
tunately, ATV-related acci-
dents also exploded at an
alarming and accelerated rate.
In 1982, the Consumer Product
Safety Commission (CPSC) re-
ported 22 deaths from ATV-
related accidents; compared
with 324 deaths occurring from
1983 to 1985. The most star-
tling statistic reported was the
78,000 ATV-related injuries

treated in hospital emergency
rooms in the first nine months
of 1985, up from 8,600 in 1982.
That frightening statistic
showed 22% of the injuries and
deaths from ATV use have in-
volved riders between the ages
of 5-12 and 46 percent of the
riders were under 16. Appar-
ently many of those accidents
occurred because of care-
lessness. Although ATVs were
designed for off-road jaunts
over rough and uneven sur-
faces, they are capable of
speeds of up to 50 mph. As
many drivers are children rid-
ing on slick, hard surface
roads, accidents involving ex-
cess speed are commonplace.
Other accidents involved drink-
ing and driving, riding double
or “popping wheelies” (rearing
back and pulling up the front
wheel).

Three-wheelers look in-
herently safe and stable. How-
ever, they have a high center of
gravity and tip over very eas-
ily. In an effort to promote safe
use of ATVs, the Specialty Ve-
hicle Institute of America
(SVIA) was formed. The insti-
tute trains instructors to teach
a four to six hour course for
first time riders. A toll-free 800
number (1-800-447-4700) has
been established so riders can
find out where the nearest
course is taught. The SVIA also
publishes several pamphlets on
ATV safety material which ad-
dress safety measures and rid-
ing techniques and helps par-
ents decide if their children can
handle ATVs.

If you or your kids ride an
ATV, here are some helpful
tips which can make you a
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